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The Sunnah of Jumu ah and the Etiquette of theʿ  
Khu bahṭ

The First Khutbah

ئَاتِ يِّ  نَا وَمِنْ سَ  نْفُسِ  شُرُورِ أَ هِ مِنْ  لَّ بِال عُوذُ  نَ هُ، وَ رُ فِ تَغْ  نَسْ هُ وَ نُ عِي تَ  نَسْ هُ وَ مَدُ نَحْ هِ   لَّ لِ مْدُ  حَ   الْ
ا لَّ هَ إِ لَٰ   لَا إِ نْ  شْهَدُ أَ هُ، وَأَ لَ هَادِيَ  لَا  فَ لِلْ   يُضْ هُ، وَمَنْ  لَ لَّ  لَا مُضِ فَ هُ   لَّ هْدِهِ ال نَا، مَنْ يَ لِ مَا عْ  أَ

دَقَ صْ نَّ أَ فَإِ بَعْدُ:  ا  مَّ هُ. أَ لُ و هُ وَرَسُ بْدُ دًا عَ مَّ حَ مُ نَّ  شْهَدُ أَ هُ، وَأَ لَ شَرِيكَ  لَا  هُ  هُ وَحْدَ  لَّ  ال
ثَةٍ حْدَ هَا، وَكُلَّ مُ ثَاتُ حْدَ مُورِ مُ  شَرَّ الْأُ دٍ صلى الله عليه وسلم، وَ مَّ حَ مُ هَدْيُ  هَدْيِ  لْ رَ ا يْ هِ، وَخَ لَّ تَابُ ال كِ حَدِيثِ    الْ

ارِ. نَّ فِي ال لَةٍ  لَا  ةٌ، وَكُلَّ ضَ لَ لَا  عَةٍ ضَ بِدْ ةٌ، وَكُلَّ  عَ بِدْ
All praise belongs to Allah. We praise Him, we seek His help, and we seek His forgiveness. We  
seek refuge in Allah from the evil within ourselves and from our sinful deeds. Whomever Allah  
guides, none can lead astray, and whomever He leaves astray, none can guide. I bear witness  
that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah alone, having no partner, and I bear  
witness that Mu ammad is His servant and His Messenger. To proceed: the truest speech is theḥ  
Book of Allah, the best guidance is the guidance of Mu ammad ḥ the worst of affairs are ,صلى الله عليه وسلم  
the newly invented matters, every innovation is misguidance, and every misguidance is in the  
Fire.
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مَٰنِ   حْ رَّ هِ ال  لَّ سْمِ ال بِ جِيمِ،  رَّ يْطَانِ ال  هِ مِنَ الشَّ لَّ بِال عُوذُ  فَأَ بَعْدُ:  ا  مَّ كَرِيمِ، أَ  لِهِ الْ لَىٰ رَسُو عَ لِّي   نُصَ هُ وَ مَدُ نَحْ  
يمِ. حِ رَّ ال

هُوا قَ يَفْ نِي ۞  لِسَا لُلْ عُقْدَةً مِنْ  مْرِي ۞ وَاحْ لِي أَ سِّرْ  يَ لِي صَدْرِي ۞ وَ  رَبِّ اشْرَحْ 
لِي ۞ قَوْ

We praise Him, and we send blessings upon His noble Messenger. To proceed: I seek refuge with 

Allah from Satan, the accursed; in the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.  

My Lord, expand for me my breast, and ease for me my task, and untie the knot from my tongue, 

that they may understand my speech.

Sūrah ā Hā (20:25 to 28)Ṭ
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Dear brothers and sisters, assalāmu alaykum wa ra matullāhi wa barakātuh.ʿ ḥ

The Best Day the Sun Has Risen Upon

There is a day that returns to us every week, and most of the world lets it pass like any other,  

unaware of the treasure that has come to their door. It is the day of Jumu ah. To the peopleʿ  

around us it is simply Friday, the end of a working week, a name on a calendar. But to the believer 

who knows its worth it is a festival that Allah gave to this Ummah, a weekly īd, a day upon whichʿ  

the greatest events of creation took place and upon which the greatest gifts are poured out. Listen 

to how our Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم described it.

ةِ عَ مُ جُ  يَوْمُ الْ مْسُ  يْهِ الشَّ لَ عَ عَتْ  لَ  يَوْمٍ طَ رُ  يْ خَ
The best day on which the sun has risen is Friday. On it Adam was created, on it he was  

admitted into Paradise, and on it he was expelled from it.

Source: a ī  MuslimṢ ḥ ḥ     Hadith No: 854    Authenticity: a ī , narrated by Abū Hurayrah Ṣ ḥ ḥ الله   رضي
عنه

The best day, brothers and sisters, that the sun has ever risen upon. Not merely a good day, but 

the best of all days. And yet how many Fridays have passed over us while we treated them as  

ordinary, hurrying through the prayer and returning to our affairs without pausing to honour 

what Allah has honoured? Today we will walk through this day together as the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم taught 

us to live it, from the moment we wake and prepare our bodies, to the walk toward the masjid,  

to the way we sit while the kha īb stands, to the quiet hour before sunset when the heavens areṭ  

open to our du ā. Every one of these is a Sunnah he left for us, and every one of them is a door ofʿ  

mercy that most people walk past without knocking.

The Command of the King

Before we speak of the manners of the day, we must understand its rank in the sight of Allah. He 

did not leave the Friday prayer to our preference. He named an entire sūrah of His Book after it,  

the sixty-second sūrah, Sūrah al-Jumu ah, and within it He issued a direct command that lifts thisʿ  

gathering above every appointment we keep in our week. He said:
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 ۚ يْعَ بَ لْ هِ وَذَرُوا ا لَّ لَىٰ ذِكْرِ ال  عَوْا إِ  فَاسْ عَةِ  مُ جُ  يَوْمِ الْ لَاةِ مِنْ   لِلصَّ نُودِيَ  ذَا  نُوا إِ مَ لَّذِينَ آ هَا ا  يُّ يَا أَ  
مُونَ ۞ لَ تَعْ مْ  تُ نْ  نْ كُ رٌ لَكُمْ إِ يْ ذَٰلِكُمْ خَ

O you who believe! When the call is made for prayer on the day of Jumu ah, hasten to theʿ  
remembrance of Allah and leave off trade. That is better for you, if only you knew.

Sūrah al-Jumu ah (62:9)ʿ

The scholars take the command to hasten and the command to leave off trade as clear proof that 

attending the Friday prayer is an obligation, a far , upon every accountable Muslim man. Whenḍ  

Allah tells us to leave our buying and selling, He is telling us that at this hour there is nothing on 

earth worth more than standing before Him. The shop can wait. The email can wait. The screen  

can wait. He then teaches us the balance of the believer, who worships without abandoning the 

world and works without forgetting his Lord, for immediately after the command He said:

رًا ثِي  هَ كَ  لَّ رُوا ال كُ هِ وَاذْ لَّ لِ ال فَضْ غُوا مِنْ  تَ بْ رْضِ وَا فِي الْأَ تَشِرُوا  نْ فَا ةُ  لَا  يَتِ الصَّ  قُضِ ذَا  فَإِ  
لِحُونَ ۞  تُفْ كُمْ  عَلَّ لَ

Then when the prayer is concluded, disperse through the land and seek of Allah's bounty, and  
remember Allah much, so that you may be successful.

Sūrah al-Jumu ah (62:10)ʿ

See the wisdom, brothers and sisters. Allah does not ask us to abandon our livelihood. He asks 

us only to place it beneath Him in rank. When the call is made, we come. When the prayer is  

finished, we return to the marketplace to earn what is lawful, but now we carry Allah with us 

into the marketplace, remembering Him much. Then Allah gently rebukes those whose hearts 

are pulled the wrong way, who let a passing distraction drag them from His remembrance:

هْوِ لَّ رٌ مِنَ ال يْ هِ خَ لَّ نْدَ ال قُلْ مَا عِ مًاۚ   ئِ قَا رَكُوكَ  تَ هَا وَ لَيْ  وا إِ نْفَضُّ وًا ا هْ لَ وْ  ةً أَ جَارَ  وْا تِ رَأَ ذَا   وَإِ
قِينَ ۞ ازِ رَّ رُ ال يْ هُ خَ  لَّ جَارَةِۚ  وَال تِّ وَمِنَ ال

Yet when they saw some merchandise or amusement, they flocked to it and left you standing.  
Say: What is with Allah is better than amusement and trade, and Allah is the best of providers.

Sūrah al-Jumu ah (62:11)ʿ



SIFAH  ·  Friday Sermon Jumu ah & the Khu bahʿ ṭ

Page 6 of 16

How closely this describes our own age. A caravan came into Madīnah with its drums during the 

khu bah, and some of the people slipped away toward it, leaving the Prophet ṭ  standing on the صلى الله عليه وسلم

minbar. Allah corrected them from above the seven heavens. Ask yourself, brothers and sisters, 

what is my caravan? What is the drum that pulls my heart out of the masjid even while my body 

remains inside it? For many of us today it fits in our pocket. It buzzes and lights up while the 

kha īb speaks, and our attention flocks to it and leaves the remembrance of Allah standing. Allahṭ  

answers  every such distraction with  one sentence that  should  settle  in  the heart  of  every 

believer:  what  is  with  Allah  is  better  than  amusement  and trade,  and Allah  is  the  best  of 

providers.

Adorning Yourself for the Meeting

Once we understand the rank of  this  day,  the  manners  of  it  become beautiful  rather  than 

burdensome. A person who is called to meet a king prepares his body, his clothing, and his scent. 

And we are called every week to the house of the King of kings. So the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم taught us to 

begin the day by purifying ourselves. He made the bath of Friday a matter of great emphasis:

نْ وَجَدَ بًا إِ مَسَّ طِي يَ نْ  ، وَأَ تَنَّ  يَسْ نْ  تَلِمٍ، وَأَ حْ لِّ مُ لَى كُ عَ عَةِ وَاجِبٌ  مُ جُ  يَوْمَ الْ لُ  غُسْ لْ ا
Ghusl on Friday is obligatory upon every person who has reached puberty, as is cleaning the  

teeth with the siwāk and applying perfume if available.

Source: a ī  al-BukhārīṢ ḥ ḥ     Hadith No: 887    Authenticity: a ī , narrated by Abū Sa īd al-KhudrīṢ ḥ ḥ ʿ  
عنه   الله رضي

In a single narration the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم gathered three of the Sunnahs of this day. He joined the bath 

of the body, the cleaning of the mouth with the siwāk, and the use of a pleasant scent, for a 

believer who comes to sit shoulder to shoulder with his brothers should come clean, fresh, and 

pleasant, never carrying an odour that harms those beside him. An-Nasā ī records the sameʾ  

instruction, that a man should apply whatever perfume he can find. This is not vanity, brothers  

and sisters. It is honour shown to the gathering of Allah, and it is kindness shown to the servants 

of Allah who will pray beside you. And it is not only the body that we adorn, for Allah Himself 

commanded that we beautify ourselves whenever we come to the masjid:

جِدٍ ۞ لِّ مَسْ تَكُمْ عِندَ كُ نَ بَنِي آدَمَ خُذُوا زِي يَا 
O children of Adam, take your adornment at every masjid.

Sūrah al-A rāf (7:31)ʿ



SIFAH  ·  Friday Sermon Jumu ah & the Khu bahʿ ṭ

Page 7 of 16

هِ بِ يَا ثِ سَنِ  حْ بِسَ مِنْ أَ لَ عَةِ … وَ مُ جُ  يَوْمَ الْ تَسَلَ  مَنِ اغْ
Whoever performs ghusl on Friday, and wears his best clothes, and applies perfume if he has it,  

then goes early and does not separate two people, and prays what is written for him, and listens 

quietly when the imam speaks, his sins between that Friday and the next are forgiven.

Source: a ī  al-BukhārīṢ ḥ ḥ     Authenticity: a ī , narrated by Salmān al-Fārisī Ṣ ḥ ḥ عنه   الله رضي

Reflect on the promise at the end of the hadith of Salmān, brothers and sisters. A person who 

simply prepares well, comes early, sits quietly, and honours those around him is forgiven all the 

sins between one Friday and the next. Look at the mercy of Allah. He turns the ordinary acts of a 

clean shirt and an early arrival and a silent tongue into a means of erasing a week of sin. So ask 

yourself this Friday, and every Friday: did I come to the house of Allah the way I would come 

before someone I wished to honour, or did I stumble in at the last moment, unwashed in heart 

and hurried in step?

The Walk of the Righteous

Having prepared himself, the believer sets out. And even the journey to the masjid is worship,  

weighed and recorded. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم encouraged us to walk to the prayer when we are able, 

for in every step there is reward:

يَرْكَبْ لَمْ  شَى وَ مَّ مَ عَةِ … ثُ مُ جُ  يَوْمَ الْ تَسَلَ  مَنِ اغْ
Whoever performs ghusl on Friday, then goes early and walks rather than rides, drawing near  

to the imam and listening without idle talk, for every step he takes he has the reward of a year  

of fasting and praying.

Source: Sunan Abī Dāwūd 345, Sunan at-Tirmidhī 496    Authenticity: a ī , narrated by Aws ibn AwsṢ ḥ ḥ  
عنه   الله رضي

A year of fasting and standing in prayer, brothers and sisters, for every single step. Count the  

steps between your home and the masjid and imagine the mountain of reward that a believer 

earns simply by choosing to walk when he could have ridden, and by leaving his house early  

rather than late. This is why the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم spoke of the reward of coming early in degrees, from 

the greatest sacrifice down to the smallest, so that no one would think the hour of arrival is a  

small matter:
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ةِ يَ نِ ا ثَّ عَةِ ال ا فِي السَّ ةً، وَمَنْ رَاحَ  نَ بَدَ بَ  رَّ قَ مَا   نَّ  فَكَأَ مَّ رَاحَ  بَةِ ثُ نَا جَ  لَ الْ عَةِ غُسْ مُ جُ  يَوْمَ الْ تَسَلَ   مَنِ اغْ
رَةً بَقَ بَ  رَّ قَ مَا   نَّ  فَكَأَ

Whoever takes a bath on Friday like the bath for major impurity and then goes early, it is as  

if he sacrificed a camel; whoever goes in the second hour, it is as if he sacrificed a cow; and so  

on down to an egg. Then when the imam comes out, the angels fold up their scrolls and come  

to listen to the remembrance.

Source: a ī  al-Bukhārī 881, a ī  Muslim 850Ṣ ḥ ḥ Ṣ ḥ ḥ     Authenticity: Muttafaqun Alayh, narrated by Abū ʿ
Hurayrah   عنه الله رضي

Notice the final image the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم gives us, brothers and sisters. The angels stand at the doors 

of the masjid recording who comes first and who comes after, until the moment the kha ībṭ  

ascends the minbar. Then they close their books and enter to listen. The one who arrives after 

that has missed his name in the register of the early. We live in an age where we can time our 

arrival to the very minute, slipping in as the iqāmah is called, proud that we did not miss the 

prayer. But we did miss something. We missed the sacrifice of the camel. We missed our name 

on the angel's scroll. Coming early to Jumu ah is a lost sunnah that costs us nothing but our habit,ʿ  

and returns to us a reward we cannot measure.

Entering the House of Allah

When the believer reaches the masjid, the manners continue. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم taught that no one 

should sit down in the masjid until he has greeted it with two rak ahs:ʿ

لِسَ جْ  نْ يَ بْلَ أَ قَ يْنِ  تَ عَ  يَرْكَعْ رَكْ لْ فَ جِدَ  مَسْ لْ حَدُكُمُ ا ذَا دَخَلَ أَ إِ
When one of you enters the masjid, let him pray two rak ahs before he sits down.ʿ

Source: a ī  al-BukhārīṢ ḥ ḥ     Hadith No: 1167    Authenticity: a ī , narrated by Abū Qatādah Ṣ ḥ ḥ الله   رضي
عنه

So the believer does not drop into his place the moment he arrives. He greets the house of his  

Lord with a short prayer, even on Friday, even as the kha īb speaks, as the scholars have detailed.ṭ  

And when he looks for his place, he brings with him a beautiful courtesy toward the servants of 

Allah already seated. He does not force his way through the rows, and he does not split apart two 

people to squeeze himself between them. This too is from the sunnah of Salmān's hadith, that a 

person comes and does not separate two who are already sitting together:
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يْنِ نَ ثْ يْنَ ا بَ رِّقُ  يُفَ لَا  وَ
and he does not separate between two people who are already seated together.

Source: a ī  al-BukhārīṢ ḥ ḥ     Hadith No: 910    Authenticity: a ī , narrated by Salmān al-Fārisī Ṣ ḥ ḥ رضي 
عنه  الله

Look how our religion joins the worship of Allah to the gentle treatment of His creation. Even in 

the eagerness to draw near, we are not permitted to trample the comfort of a brother. We do not 

push, we do not force, we do not climb over people to reach the front. We take the place we find  

and we make ourselves small so that others are at ease. This is the character the masjid is meant 

to teach us, and if it does not soften us toward one another, we have not understood why we 

gathered. Brothers and sisters, in the second khu bah we will stand with the believer as the imamṭ  

himself rises, and learn how the Prophet taught us to honour the khu صلى الله عليه وسلم  bah itself,  for theṭ  

manners of listening are as sacred as the manners of coming.

مُ ي حِ رَّ رُ ال غَفُو لْ وَ ا هُ هُ   نَّ  هُ إِ رُو فِ تَغْ  فَاسْ لِي وَلَكُمْ  هَ   لَّ رُ ال فِ تَغْ  سْ هَٰذَا وَأَ  لِي  قَوْ قُولُ   .أَ
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The Second Khutbah

دٍ مَّ حَ مُ نَا  يِّ  بِ نَ لِينَ،   رْسَ مُ لْ يَاءِ وَا بِ نْ  شْرَفِ الْأَ لَىٰ أَ عَ لَامُ   ةُ وَالسَّ لَا  مِينَ، وَالصَّ لَ عَا لْ هِ رَبِّ ا لَّ لِ مْدُ  حَ   الْ
مَ رَاهِي بْ  لَىٰ إِ عَ يْتَ   لَّ  مَا صَ  دٍ، كَ مَّ حَ مُ لَىٰ آلِ  عَ دٍ وَ مَّ حَ مُ لَىٰ  عَ لِّ  هُمَّ صَ  لَّ عِينَ. ال مَ  جْ بِهِ أَ حْ  لِهِ وَصَ لَىٰ آ عَ  وَ

جِيدٌ. مِيدٌ مَ نَّكَ حَ  مَ، إِ رَاهِي بْ  لَىٰ آلِ إِ عَ وَ
All praise belongs to Allah, Lord of the worlds, and may the peace and blessings of Allah be  
upon the noblest of the Prophets and Messengers, our Prophet Mu ammad, and upon his familyḥ  
and all  his Companions.  O Allah, send blessings upon Mu ammad and upon the family ofḥ  
Mu ammad as You sent blessings upon Ibrāhīm and upon the family of Ibrāhīm. Indeed, Youḥ  
are Praiseworthy and Glorious.

A Reminder Carried Home

Dear brothers and sisters, in the first khu bah we followed the believer from his home to hisṭ  

place in the row. We learned that Friday is the best day the sun has risen upon, that Allah  

commanded us to leave our trade and hasten to His remembrance, and that the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم taught 

us to purify our bodies, wear our best, perfume ourselves, walk early, and honour those we sit 

beside. Now we arrive at the heart of the gathering, the moment the kha īb ascends the minbarṭ  

and begins to speak. The khu bah is not a pause before the prayer. It is part of the worship ofṭ  

Jumu ah, and the Prophet ʿ  surrounded it with manners as careful as the manners of the prayer صلى الله عليه وسلم

itself.

When the Imam Rises: The Etiquette of the Khu bahṭ

The first and greatest etiquette is silence. Complete, attentive, respectful silence. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم
 made this so weighty that even a word spoken to correct another person, a word that seems 

good in itself, becomes idle talk that strips the reward from the day:

غَوْتَ لَ فَقَدْ  خْطُبُ   مَامُ يَ تْ وَالْإِ نْصِ  عَةِ أَ مُ جُ  يَوْمَ الْ بِكَ  احِ لِصَ لْتَ  قُ ذَا  إِ
If you say to your companion, Be quiet, on Friday while the imam is delivering the khu bah,ṭ  

then you have engaged in idle talk.

Source: a ī  al-Bukhārī 934, a ī  Muslim 851Ṣ ḥ ḥ Ṣ ḥ ḥ     Authenticity: Muttafaqun Alayh, narrated by Abū ʿ
Hurayrah   عنه الله رضي



SIFAH  ·  Friday Sermon Jumu ah & the Khu bahʿ ṭ

Page 11 of 16

Reflect on this carefully, brothers and sisters. Telling someone to be quiet is, on its face, an act of 

enjoining good. Yet during the khu bah even this small word counts as laghw, as idle talk, andṭ  

idle talk during the khu bah cancels the special reward of that Jumu ah. If a word of correctionṭ ʿ  

is too much, what of casual conversation, whispered jokes, or greetings exchanged while the 

kha īb reminds us of Allah? And the Prophet  ṭ  did not stop at speech. He forbade even the صلى الله عليه وسلم

restless movement of the hands, the fidgeting that betrays a wandering heart:

Whoever performs ablution well, then comes to the Friday prayer, listens attentively and keeps 

silent until the imam finishes, will be forgiven for whatever is between that Friday and the next, 

and three days more; and whoever touches the pebbles has engaged in idle talk.

Source: a ī  MuslimṢ ḥ ḥ     Hadith No: 857a    Authenticity: a ī , narrated by Abū Hurayrah Ṣ ḥ ḥ الله   رضي
عنه

In the masjid of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم the floor was spread with small pebbles, and he told us that even 

to sift them idly through the fingers during the khu bah is laghw. If merely playing with pebblesṭ  

was forbidden because it distracts from listening, then what would he صلى الله عليه وسلم say about the phone 

that sits in our hand today, lighting up with messages and notifications while the kha īb speaksṭ  

the words of Allah? Brothers and sisters, the same ruling that named the pebbles names the 

phone. Put it away. Turn it over. Let nothing move in your hand or on your tongue while the 

remembrance of Allah is being delivered, and Allah will forgive you the sins of eight days, from 

this Friday to the next and three days more. That is His generosity to the one who simply listens.

Alongside silence comes the posture of attention. The Companions, when the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم stood 

to deliver the khu bah, would turn their faces toward him and give him their full attention. Thisṭ  

facing of the kha īb is reported in the collections of at-Tirmidhī and Ibn Mājah, and although theṭ  

raised chain is weak, the practice of facing the kha īb is firmly established as the way of theṭ  

Companions and the Salaf who came after them. So we do not sit sideways, lost in our own 

thoughts. We turn our bodies and our hearts toward the one reminding us of Allah, because the 

whole purpose of the khu bah is the remembrance of Allah, and anything that distracts us orṭ  

distracts others opposes that very purpose.

The Prophet  even taught us how to sit. He disliked one particular posture on Friday, the صلى الله عليه وسلم 

abwah, in which a person draws his knees up to his belly and wraps his arms around them:ḥ
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The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم forbade sitting in the abwah, drawing the knees up to the belly and claspingḥ  

them with the arms, on Friday while the imam is delivering the khu bah.ṭ

Source: Sunan Abī Dāwūd and Sunan at-Tirmidhī; Riyā  a - āli īn 1705ḍ ṣ Ṣ ḥ     Authenticity: asan, Ḥ
narrated by Mu ādh ibn Anas al-Juhanī ʿ عنه   الله رضي

The scholars explain that this posture was discouraged because it invites drowsiness, so that a 

man begins to nod off while the kha īb speaks, and because it may expose what should beṭ  

covered. See how complete the guidance of our Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم is, brothers and sisters. He did not 

only tell us to be silent. He taught us how to hold our very bodies so that our attention would not 

slip and our worship would not be spoiled by sleep. And there is a manner that concerns not the 

one  already seated,  but  the  one  who  arrives  late  and pushes  forward.  Abdullāh  ibn  Busrʿ  

described a man who came stepping over the necks of the people while the Prophet  was صلى الله عليه وسلم 

speaking:

I was sitting beside the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم on Friday when a man came stepping over the  

people's necks, and the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said to him: Sit down, you have caused harm and 

come late.

Source: Sunan Abī Dāwūd    Hadith No: 1118    Authenticity: a ī , narrated by Abdullāh ibn BusrṢ ḥ ḥ ʿ  
عنه   الله رضي

You have caused harm and come late. Two faults in one action. He harmed the people he climbed 

over, and he arrived late when he should have come early. So the lesson is plain, brothers and 

sisters: come early enough that you never need to climb over a single neck, and if you do arrive 

late,  sit  wherever you find a place rather than disturbing those who came before you.  The 

scholars mention a harsh image on the tongue of some narrations, that the one who chatters  

carelessly during the khu bah is  like a donkey carrying books,  present in body yet gainingṭ  

nothing from what he carries. That particular wording comes through Musnad A mad and isḥ  

weak in its exact phrasing, though its meaning is supported by the authentic narrations we have 

already heard. And it is a meaning worth fearing: that a man can sit through the entire khu bahṭ  

and walk out carrying none of its light, like a beast that carries a load of books and understands  

not a letter of them.

Fill the Front, and Close the Gaps

The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم also turned our attention to the rows themselves, to the front that so many of us 

leave empty while we crowd the back near the doors. He told us that if people truly grasped the  
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reward waiting in the first row, they would compete for it and even draw lots to secure a place  

in it:

If people knew the reward in the call to prayer and the first row, and could find no other way  

to obtain it than by drawing lots, they would draw lots for it. If they knew the reward of  

hastening to the prayer, they would race one another to it; and if they knew the reward of the  

Ishā  and Fajr prayers in congregation, they would come to them even if crawling.ʿ ʾ

Source: a ī  al-Bukhārī 615, a ī  Muslim 437Ṣ ḥ ḥ Ṣ ḥ ḥ     Authenticity: Muttafaqun Alayh, narrated by Abū ʿ
Hurayrah   عنه الله رضي

They would draw lots for the front row, brothers and sisters, and we leave it standing empty. So 

move forward. Complete the front rows before the back, and do not let a gap remain in a row 

while there is a body that could fill it, for the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم attached to the closing of a single gap a 

reward that should make us race to it:

Whoever fills a gap in the row, Allah raises him by it one degree and builds for him a house in  

Paradise.

Source: Reported by a - abarānī; a ī  al-Jāmi  6010ṭ Ṭ Ṣ ḥ ḥ ʿ     Authenticity: a ī  li-ghayrihi, graded by al-Ṣ ḥ ḥ
Albānī

A house in Paradise for a single step forward to close a gap. This is the arithmetic of Friday,  

brothers and sisters. The rewards are enormous and the actions are small. Step forward and 

connect the row, and Allah raises your rank and builds you a home in the Gardens. How many of 

these houses have we walked past, content to pray alone at the back when the front stood open?

The Hidden Treasures of the Day

Beyond the gathering itself, the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم scattered through the day of Jumu ah a handful ofʿ  

quiet treasures for the one who seeks them. The first is the recitation of Sūrah al-Kahf, the  

eighteenth sūrah, which lights a path for its reciter from one Friday to the next:

يْنِ تَ عَ مُ جُ  يْنَ الْ بَ ورِ مَا  نُّ هُ مِنَ ال لَ ءَ  ضَا عَةِ أَ مُ جُ  يَوْمِ الْ فِي  ةَ الْكَهْفِ  رَأَ سُورَ قَ مَنْ 
Whoever recites Sūrah al-Kahf on the day of Jumu ah, a light will shine for him between theʿ  

two Fridays.

Source: Al- ākim and al-BayhaqīḤ     Authenticity: a ī , graded authentic by al-Albānī, narrated by Ṣ ḥ ḥ
Abū Sa īd al-Khudrī ʿ عنه   الله رضي
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The second is the abundance of blessings sent upon the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, the alawāt, for our blessingsṣ  

upon him on this day are carried and presented to him directly:

لَيَّ عَ ةٌ   رُوضَ تَكُمْ مَعْ لَا  نَّ صَ فَإِ عَةِ …  مُ جُ  يَوْمَ الْ لَاةِ   لَيَّ مِنَ الصَّ عَ رُوا  ثِ  كْ أَ
Send abundant blessings upon me on Friday, for your blessings are presented to me.

Source: Sunan Abī Dāwūd    Hadith No: 1047    Authenticity: a ī , narrated by Aws ibn Aws Ṣ ḥ ḥ الله   رضي
عنه

And the third, brothers and sisters, is the hour that many pass by without ever seeking it, an hour 

in which no du ā is refused:ʿ

هُ ا يَّ  هُ إِ عْطَا ا أَ لَّ ئًا إِ يْ  هَ شَ  لَّ لُ ال أَ يَسْ مٌ …  لِ بْدٌ مُسْ فِقُهَا عَ وَا يُ لَا  ةٌ  عَ ا فِيهِ سَ
On Friday there is an hour; no Muslim servant happens to be standing and asking Allah for  

something good during it except that He gives it to him.

Source: a ī  al-Bukhārī 935, a ī  Muslim 852Ṣ ḥ ḥ Ṣ ḥ ḥ     Authenticity: Muttafaqun Alayh, narrated by Abū ʿ
Hurayrah   عنه الله رضي

An hour, brothers and sisters, in which the door of Allah stands open and no sincere request is 

turned away. The strongest opinion of the scholars places it in the last hour of Friday, in the time 

before Maghrib, when so many of us are resting, distracted, or already turned back to the world. 

Imagine that. A window of certain acceptance passes over us every single week, and we sleep 

through it or scroll through it. This Friday, spend that final hour before sunset with your hands  

raised, asking Allah for your needs of this world and the next, for there is no better time in your 

week to ask. And do not forget the Sunnah of the imam at the very dawn of this day, that he recite 

in the Friday Fajr prayer Sūrah as-Sajdah in the first rak ah and Sūrah al-Insān in the second, asʿ  

the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم used to do, so that the day begins in the light of the Qur'an from its first prayer.

نْسَانِ  لَى الْإِ عَ تَىٰ   هَلْ أَ نْزِيلُ … وَ تَ عَةِ الم  مُ جُ  يَوْمَ الْ بْحِ   فِي الصُّ رَأُ   يَقْ كَانَ 
The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم used to recite in the Friday Fajr prayer Alif-Lām-Mīm, the revelation, which  

is Sūrah as-Sajdah, and Has there come upon man, which is Sūrah al-Insān.

Source: a ī  al-Bukhārī 891, a ī  Muslim 880Ṣ ḥ ḥ Ṣ ḥ ḥ     Authenticity: Muttafaqun Alayh, narrated by Abū ʿ
Hurayrah   عنه الله رضي
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A Plan to Honour Your Friday

Brothers and sisters, let us not admire all of this for an hour and leave it at the door of the masjid. 

Let us turn it into a simple plan that begins the moment this khu bah ends. When Thursday nightṭ  

comes, remember that tomorrow is your īd of the week, and read Sūrah al-Kahf that night or onʿ  

Friday morning so its light shines over your week. On Friday, rise and perform ghusl as the 

Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم commanded, clean your mouth with the siwāk, put on your best and cleanest clothes, 

and wear a pleasant scent for the sake of your brothers beside you. Set out early, walking if you 

are able, and let your heart count the reward in every step. Enter the masjid, pray your two 

rak ahs of  greeting,  and take whatever place you find without stepping over a single neck,ʿ  

moving forward to fill the front and close the gaps. Then, when the kha īb rises, become utterlyṭ  

still. Silence your tongue, put away your phone, still your hands, face him with your body and  

your heart, and let the sins of your week fall away as you listen. Send your abundant blessings 

upon the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم throughout the day. And when the day begins to close, before the sun sets, 

raise your hands in that hour of acceptance and pour out your needs to a Lord who has promised 

not to turn you away. This is not a heavy burden, brothers and sisters. It is a single blessed day,  

honoured the way its Owner honoured it.

Between Hope and Fear

Let no one leave this place thinking that because he has neglected these Sunnahs for years, the 

door is now closed to him. And let no one leave thinking that a single well-kept Friday has  

purchased him Paradise so that he may be careless the rest of the week. The believer walks 

toward his Lord upon two wings, the fear that keeps him from heedlessness and the hope that  

keeps him from despair. If your past Fridays trouble you, know that this very Friday can be the 

first of a new life, and that Allah forgives what came before for the one who turns to Him. And if 

Allah grants you the sweetness of honouring this day, do not let it make you proud, but let it 

make you grateful, and carry its discipline into every hour of your week.

Closing Du āʿ

Dear brothers and sisters, we have reached that blessed hour of the day when hearts are soft and 

du ā is answered, so let us raise our hands to the One who never turns away a sincere servant.ʿ

O Allah, make us among those who honour Your day, who hasten to Your remembrance and leave 

off all that distracts from You. O Allah, teach us the manners of Your house, make us of those who 

come early, who fill the front rows, who sit in silence before Your remembrance, and who carry 

the light of the khu bah into their homes. O Allah, forgive us the sins of our neglected Fridays,ṭ  

and let this Friday be a new beginning for every soul in this masjid. O Allah, set right the affairs  
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of this Ummah, unite the hearts of the Muslims upon truth, relieve the distressed, heal the sick, 

settle the debts of the indebted, and grant safety, dignity, and provision to our brothers and 

sisters who are oppressed and afraid in every land, for You are the All Powerful and they have 

none besides You. O Allah, forgive the believing men and the believing women, the living among 

them and those who have passed. O Allah, forgive us and our parents, and have mercy upon them 

as they raised us when we were small.  O Allah,  accept our prayers,  our standing,  and our 

gathering on this day, make the Qur'an the spring of our hearts, grant us beneficial knowledge 

and hearts that truly fear You, and seal our lives with the best of deeds. Our Lord, give us good in 

this world and good in the Hereafter, and protect us from the punishment of the Fire.

The Final Reminder

And we close, as the kha ībs of this Ummah have always closed, with the command that Allahṭ  

made the seal of every gathering, the command of justice and excellence.

يِ بَغْ لْ كَرِ وَا نْ مُ لْ شَاءِ وَا لْفَحْ ىٰ عَنِ ا هَ يَنْ بَىٰ وَ رْ لْقُ تَاءِ ذِي ا ي سَانِ وَإِ حْ عَدْلِ وَالْإِ لْ بِا مُرُ   يَأْ هَ   لَّ نَّ ال  إِ
رُونَ ۞  تَذَكَّ كُمْ  عَلَّ لَ عِظُكُمْ  يَ  ۚ

Indeed, Allah commands justice, excellence, and giving to relatives, and He forbids immorality, 
wrongdoing, and oppression. He admonishes you that you may take heed.

Sūrah an-Na l (16:90)ḥ

So remember Allah, the Most Great, and He will remember you. Thank Him for His countless 

favours and He will increase you. And establish the prayer.

ةَ لَا  قِمِ الصَّ  وَأَ


